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EMBASSY OF JAPAN IN THE REPUBLIC OF FIJI 
http://www.fj.-emb-japan.go.jp
Toast to be proposed by H.E. MR. YUTAKA YOSHIZAWA, Ambassador of Japan on the Occasion of Japan’s National Day Reception, on Tuesday 6th December 2011
H.E. Ratu Epeli Nailatikau, President of the Republic of Fiji, Honorable Aiyaz Sayed=Khaiyum, Acting Prime Minister of the Republic of Fiji, Cabinet Ministers, Fellow Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to convey my warmest greetings to everyone and Ni sa bula, Namaste!


Thank you for joining us tonight to celebrate the birthday of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, who will be 78 years old on 23rd of December.


First of all, I wish to express my sincere appreciation for all the messages of condolences, sympathy and encouragement in the aftermath of the Great East Japan Earthquake in March of this year, extended by many quarters of Fiji as well as those other countries in the Pacific region which my Embassy is responsible for maintaining relations.


His Excellency the President and the Honorable Prime Minister of the Republic of Fiji themselves were kind enough to visit my Chancellery and sign the book of condolences. The Embassy also received a number of messages from many other friends, which were all sent to Japan. These messages provided great encouragement to the people of Japan in overcoming the tremendous catastrophe and working towards recovery and reconstruction. On behalf of the Government and the people of Japan, I wish to reiterate my gratitude, on this occasion. We will continue to be fully engaged in the efforts for restoration and reconstruction, as our highest task, so that Japan’s renewal can be realized without delay.


Japan and Fiji have developed a very close relationship, since the establishment of diplomatic relations more than 41 years ago.


Japan is the fifth largest export market for Fiji’s products. Currently, a Joint Venture of Japanese and Australian companies has been engaged in the exploration for copper ore in the Namosi area. If this leads to a commercial production, most of copper ore mined from that area will be exported to Japan, substantially increasing Fiji’s export to Japan. Investment into the local economy for establishing such commercial mining will be also considerable.


In the area of economic assistance, the second phase of Japan USP ICT Center has been completed in October this year. With the new addition of the multi-purpose lecture theater, the Japan USP ICT Center is expected to play a yet more important role in ICT education and research in the Pacific region. The multi-purpose lecture theater will also offer an ideal venue for artistic and cultural activities in the Suva area.


In Fiji, JICA has been providing technical assistance in a number of areas, including in disaster management, in waste management and in service training for nurses. October of this year, JICA has completed to upgrade seismic observation network system in Fiji and Tonga as part of the Project for Operation of Earthquake Observation Network.　


Currently, about 60 JICA experts and volunteers are working in various areas in Fiji. On the other hand, about 70 Fijians have so far participated in JICA training program held in Japan’s fiscal year 2011.


I also wish to note that, by now, 124 Fijians have studied in Japan under Japanese Government Scholarship Program, including 30 who are currently studying in Japan. This year, two Fijian nationals have been accepted for participating in JET or Japan Exchange and Teaching Program. They are currently working as English language teaching assistants for high school and elementary school children in Okinawa, the southern island prefecture of Japan.


This year, the Embassy presented a number of cultural events. In October, it presented an Exhibition of Contemporary Japanese Crafts at the Fiji Museum. Also, In October, it screened 4 Japanese Animation Films, all of which are considered masterpieces, at the Village Six Cinemas. In November, the Embassy presented Ryukyu-Okinawa Traditional Performing Arts Tour of the South Pacific “CHIMU” at the Suva Civic Center. I hope that these cultural events have helped the Fijian people to understand and appreciate the Japanese culture.


Let me briefly touch upon Japan’s relations with Pacific Island Countries. Based upon its commitment at the 5th Japan-Pacific Island Leaders Meeting or PALM5 in May 2009 in Hokkaido, Japan contributed 66 million US dollars to the PIF Secretariat as Pacific Environment Community Fund or PEC Fund. This fund will be used for the purchase of solar power generation or sea water desalination equipment by 14 Pacific Island Countries, including Fiji. By now, agreements have been finalized for projects in Tuvalu, Cook Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Nauru. Projects for other countries are expected to materialize in the foreseeable future.

  
In May of next year, Japan will host the 6th Japan-Pacific Island Leaders Meeting or PALM 6 in Okinawa. There, climate change, millennium Development goals, people to people exchange and other issues of mutual concern will be discussed. Japan is hoping to receive a number of inputs from Pacific Island Countries during and prior to PALM 6.


Let me now propose a toast to celebrate the 78th birthday of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, to wish yet heightened relationship between Japan and Fiji, to wish a happy holiday season and to wish for the good health of all present here this evening.


Kampai!


Thank you, Vinaka Vakalevu and Dhanyavoaadh

THE END.
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